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General Syllabus for Third-Cycle Studies in Applied Analysis 
of Economics and Management for the Degree of Doctor at 
Lund University School of Economics and Management 

 
The syllabus for third-cycle studies in Applied Analysis of Economics and Management 
was adopted by the Board of the School of Economics and Management on June 17th, 
2025. See also Guidelines for third-cycle studies at the School of Economics and 
Management, reg. no STYR 2025/654. 
 
The General Syllabus applies to postgraduate students admitted after June 17th, 2025. 
 
Third-cycle studies are offered to the extent that available resources allow. 
 

1 Description of third-cycle subject area 
 
The research subject of Applied Analysis of Economics and Management encompasses 
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary studies of economic aspects of society. The 
interpretation of economic aspects is broad and includes the research areas of economic 
history, business administration, business law, informatics, economics and statistics. 
The research may consist of both qualitative and quantitative studies and is 
characterised by its application to a specific area of society. 
 

2 Aim of the programme and learning outcomes 
 
The third-cycle programme in Applied Analysis of Economics and Management aims to 
provide students with in-depth knowledge in at least one of the following subjects: 
economic history, business administration, business law, informatics, economics or 
statistics. Through this, doctoral students shall receive training in research methodology 
and gain a good understanding of the problems that arise in research and its practical 
application. 
 
Knowledge and understanding 
For a Degree of Doctor, the doctoral student shall 

− demonstrate broad knowledge and systematic understanding of the research 
field as well as advanced and up-to-date specialised knowledge in a limited 
area of this field, and 
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− demonstrate familiarity with research methodology in general and the methods 
of the specific field of research in particular. 

  
Competence and skills 
For a Degree of Doctor, the doctoral student shall 

− demonstrate the capacity for scholarly analysis and synthesis as well as to 
review and assess new and complex phenomena, issues and situations 
autonomously and critically 

− demonstrate the ability to identify and formulate issues with scholarly 
precision critically, autonomously and creatively, and to plan and use 
appropriate methods to undertake research and other qualified tasks within 
predetermined time frames and to review and evaluate such work 

− demonstrate through a dissertation the ability to make a significant 
contribution to the formation of knowledge through his or her own research 

− demonstrate the ability in both national and international contexts to present 
and discuss research and research findings authoritatively in speech and 
writing and in dialogue with the academic community and society in general 

− demonstrate the ability to identify the need for further knowledge and 
− demonstrate the capacity to contribute to social development and support the 

learning of others both through research and education and in some other 
qualified professional capacity. 

  
Judgement and approach 
For a Degree of Doctor, the doctoral student shall 

− demonstrate intellectual autonomy and disciplinary rectitude as well as the 
ability to make assessments of research ethics, and 

− demonstrate specialised insight into the possibilities and limitations of 
research, its role in society and the responsibility of the individual for how it is 
used. 

 
The doctoral programme in Applied Analysis of Economics and Management leads to 
a Doctor of Philosophy degree in Applied Analysis of Economics and Management. 

 

3 Admission requirements 
 
An applicant has general eligibility for third-cycle studies if he or she  

1. has been awarded a second cycle degree,  
2. has completed course requirements of at least 240 higher education credits, 

including at least 60 second cycle credits, or  
3. has acquired the equivalent knowledge in some other way, either in Sweden or 

abroad (Higher Education Ordinance, Chapter 7 Section 39). 
 
An applicant is eligible to be admitted to the third-cycle programme in Applied Analysis 
of Economics and Management if he or she fulfils the general admission requirements 
and has documented qualifications worth at least 90 credits in in one of the following 
subjects: economic history, business administration, business law, informatics, 
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economics, or statistics, or in a related subject, and an independent project (degree 
project) worth at least 15 credits in any of the above subjects. An applicant is also eligible 
if he or she has acquired the equivalent knowledge in some other way, either in Sweden 
or abroad. 
 

4 Programme structure and content 
 
The programme consists of 240 credits, divided into a course component of 60 credits and 
a thesis component of 180 credits. The programme is intended for a study period of a 
maximum of four years.  
 
Active participation in seminars is compulsory, for example service as a critical reviewer. 
While working on his/her thesis, the doctoral student is expected to present sections at 
departmental seminars. The student’s complete dissertation is evaluated at a final 
seminar. 
 
The coursework includes the following compulsory components:  

− at least 3 credits in research ethics.  
 
The director of studies for the third-cycle programme at the department that admits the 
doctoral student decides which courses and modules the programme shall include and 
which courses the doctoral student can be credited for. This shall be based on the doctoral 
student’s research focus. 

 

5 Teaching and examination 
 
Teaching on the programme consists of lectures, seminars and supervision. The forms of 
teaching and assessment may vary between courses and are determined by the course 
director, but the director of studies for the third-cycle programme at the doctoral student’s 
department may impose requirements on the examination method. Teaching may be 
conducted in Swedish or English. 
 
For a Doctoral degree, the student must have passed all examinations included in the 
programme and the doctoral thesis. 
  
Further information regarding admission and selection to the doctoral programme is 
available in Admission Rules for Doctoral Education at Lund University (STYR 
2024/288). 
 
Further information regarding individual study plans, supervision, the thesis, public 
defense and the examining committee is available in Guidelines for third-cycle studies at 
the School of Economics and Management (STYR 2025/654). 
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6 Other 
 
A doctoral student who originally planned to complete their studies with a doctoral 
degree shall be able to complete their studies with a licentiate degree if the education 
covers at least 120 credits and otherwise meets the requirements for a licentiate degree. 
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General Syllabus for Third-Cycle Studies in Applied Analysis 
of Economics and Management for the Degree of Licentiate 
at Lund University School of Economics and Management 

 
The syllabus for third-cycle studies in Applied Analysis of Economics and Management 
was adopted by the Board of the School of Economics and Management on June 17th, 
2025. See also Guidelines for third-cycle studies at the School of Economics and 
Management, reg. no STYR 2025/654. 
 
The General Syllabus applies to postgraduate students admitted after June 17th, 2025. 
 
Third-cycle studies are offered to the extent that available resources allow. 
 

1 Description of third-cycle subject area 
 
The research subject of Applied Analysis of Economics and Management encompasses 
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary studies of economic aspects of society. The 
interpretation of economic aspects is broad and includes the research areas of economic 
history, business administration, business law, informatics, economics and statistics. 
The research may consist of both qualitative and quantitative studies and is 
characterised by its application to a specific area of society. 
 

2 Aim of the programme and learning outcomes 
 
The third-cycle programme in Applied Analysis of Economics and Management aims to 
provide students with in-depth knowledge in at least one of the following subjects: 
economic history, business administration, business law, informatics, economics or 
statistics. Through this, doctoral students shall receive training in research methodology 
and gain a good understanding of the problems that arise in research and its practical 
application.  
 
Knowledge and understanding 
For a degree of Licentiate, the research student shall: 

− demonstrate knowledge and understanding in the field of research including 
current specialist knowledge in a limited area of this field as well as specialised 
knowledge of research methodology in general and the methods of the specific 
field of research in particular. 

 
Competence and skills 
For a degree of Licentiate, the research student shall: 

− demonstrate the ability to identify and formulate issues with scholarly precision 
critically, autonomously and creatively, and to plan and use appropriate 
methods to undertake a limited piece of research and other qualified tasks 
within predetermined time frames in order to contribute to the formation of 
knowledge as well as to evaluate this work  
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− demonstrate the ability in both national and international contexts to present and 
discuss research and research findings in speech and writing and in dialogue with 
the academic community and society in general, and 

− demonstrate the skills required to participate autonomously in research and 
development work and to work autonomously in some other qualified capacity. 

 
Judgement and approach 
For a degree of Licentiate, the research student shall: 

− demonstrate the ability to make assessments of ethical aspects of his or her own 
research 

− demonstrate insight into the possibilities and limitations of research, its role in 
society and the responsibility of the individual for how it is used, and 

− demonstrate the ability to identify the personal need for further knowledge and 
take responsibility for his or her ongoing learning. 

 
The programme in Applied analysis of economics and management leads to a Licentiate 
of Philosophy degree in Applied analysis of economics and management. 

 
3 Admission requirements 
 
An applicant has general eligibility for third-cycle studies if he or she  

1. has been awarded a second cycle degree,  
2. has completed course requirements of at least 240 higher education credits, 

including at least 60 second cycle credits, or  
3. has acquired the equivalent knowledge in some other way, either in Sweden or 

abroad (Higher Education Ordinance, Chapter 7 Section 39). 
 
An applicant is eligible to be admitted to the third-cycle programme in Applied Analysis 
of Economics and Management if he or she fulfils the general admission requirements 
and has documented qualifications worth at least 90 credits in in one of the following 
subjects: economic history, business administration, business law, informatics, 
economics, or statistics, or in a related subject, and an independent project (degree 
project) worth at least 15 credits in any of the above subjects. An applicant is also eligible 
if he or she has acquired the equivalent knowledge in some other way, either in Sweden 
or abroad. 
 
4 Programme structure and content  
 
The programme consists of 120 credits, divided into a course component of 30 credits and 
a thesis component of 90 credits. The programme is intended for a study period of a 
maximum of two years.  
 
Active participation in seminars is compulsory, for example service as a critical reviewer.  
 
The coursework includes the following compulsory components:  

− at least 3 credits in research ethics.  
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The director of studies for the third-cycle programme at the department that admits 
the doctoral student decides which courses and modules the programme shall 
include and which courses the doctoral student can be credited for. This shall be 
based on the doctoral student’s research focus. 
 

5 Teaching and examination 
 
Teaching on the programme consists of lectures, seminars and supervision. The 
forms of teaching and assessment may vary between courses and are determined by 
the course director, but the director of studies for the third-cycle programme at the 
doctoral student’s department may impose requirements on the examination 
method. Teaching may be conducted in Swedish or English. 
 
For a Licentiate degree, the student must have passed all examinations included in 
the programme and the licentiate thesis. 
 
Further information regarding admission and selection to the doctoral programme is 
available in Admission Rules for Doctoral Education at Lund University (STYR 
2024/288). 
 
Further information regarding individual study plans, supervision, the licentiate thesis 
and the examinator is available in Guidelines for third-cycle studies at the School of 
Economics and Management (STYR 2025/654). 
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